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STAR APPOINTMENTS TO NSW FILM AND TELEVISION 
INDUSTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

 
Deputy Premier and Minister for the Arts Troy Grant has announced the appointment 
of two new high-profile members to the independent committee that advises the 
Government on the TV and film industry.  
 
Chris Freeland, who currently chairs the Sydney Film Festival, will become Chair of 
the NSW Film and Television Industry Advisory Committee from 1 January, while 
award-winning producer John Edwards will become a new member.  
 
“Mr Freeland and Mr Edwards will complement a wealth of experience already on the 
committee and will continue to support quality film and television while providing 
arm’s length decision making on funding,” Mr Grant said.  
 
“Its members will work closely with Screen NSW and its new Chief Executive, 
Courtney Gibson, one of Australia’s most experienced screen industry executives 
who has held senior roles at the Nine Network, ABC and SBS.”  
 
Incoming Chair, Chris Freeland said NSW is the natural home of film and television 
in Australia and that he couldn't be more delighted to take on this important role. 
 
“There is no medium more powerful than film and TV to change the way people view 
the world, and no better way to share important stories with diverse audiences.”  
 
Esteemed producer John Edwards said new opportunities abound in NSW, and he 
looks forward to the opportunity of contributing to the advisory committee. 
  
Mr Grant thanked outgoing Chair Helen Wright for her strong leadership during 
which almost $30 million in Government funding was allocated to NSW screen 
projects.  
 
“We now have in place a highly talented and experienced new leadership team to 
support development of screen projects in NSW, promote screen culture across the 
state and market NSW as Australia’s premier screen production destination,” Mr 
Grant said.          
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COMMITTEE MEMBER PROFILES 

 
Chris Freeland (Chair) is National Managing Partner of legal firm Baker & 
McKenzie's Australian offices, the current Chair of the Sydney Film Festival and a 
previous Chair of the Government’s Arts and Cultural Policy Reference Group. He 
has been a director of the national performing arts company Performing Lines and 
Vice President of Melbourne University’s Business School Alumni Council.   

John Edwards’s productions, including Gallipoli, Puberty Blues, Offspring, Tangle, 
On the Beach and Paper Giants: the Birth of Cleo have won 29 Logie Awards, 30 
Australian Film Institute Awards, nine AACTA Awards, four People’s Choice Awards 
(Australia), eight ASTRA awards and more than a dozen Australian craft awards. He 
has an Honorary Masters degree from the Australian Film Television and Radio 
School. 

Bob Campbell is Executive Chairman of Screentime Group and has previously been 
Chairman of the Film Finance Corporation and Adcorp and a director of The Sydney 
Swans.  
 
Sue Murray is an executive producer with Fandango Australia where her credits 
include Rolf de Heer’s Alexandra's Project, Ten Canoes, Dr Plonk, The King Is 
Dead!, and Charlie's Country.   
 
Amin Palangi is an Iranian-born Australian filmmaker who has made award-winning 
documentaries and short films such as Hidden Generation: Story of women self-
immolation in Afghanistan and Love Marriage in Kabul, which won the Foxtel Movies 
Audience Award for best documentary at the 2014 Sydney Film Festival.  
 
Lois Randall is a Northern Rivers-based screen producer with extensive experience 
in documentary and drama production, policy, development, management and 
funding. She has been Executive Director at Australian Screen Directors Association 
(now Australian Directors Guild) and Manager of Metro Screen.  

Mouna Zaylah is an arts manager and producer who has been Co-Director of the 
Arab Film Festival since 2007. She has worked at Parramatta’s Information and 
Cultural Exchange (ICE) since 1999 producing resources for artists and 
communities, coordinating cultural events, performance and screen-based projects 
with artists, communities, business and organisations. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logie_Awards

