
 Andrew Stoner MP 
Deputy Premier of NSW 

Minister for Trade and Investment 
Minister for Regional Infrastructure and Services 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 
Wednesday 15 May 2013 
 

GATSBY TO PUT NSW IN GLOBAL SPOTLIGHT 
 

The NSW film industry will be the focus of the world’s attention this week with The 
Great Gatsby to open the Cannes International Film Festival, the world’s most 
influential film festival. 
 
Deputy Premier and Minister for Trade & Investment Andrew Stoner said the event 
would showcase the world-class skills of NSW film crews, cast and post production 
specialists. 
 
“Without a doubt, The Great Gatsby is the most prestigious film in the world at the 
moment and the eyes of the international media and film lovers from across the globe 
will be focused on Cannes,” Mr Stoner said. 
 
“Director Baz Luhrmann’s incredible career trajectory, from presenting his small-scale 
film, Strictly Ballroom – also made in NSW – at Cannes some 21 years ago, to now 
presenting one of the most anticipated films of the decade on Opening Night, is an 
inspiration to all, especially those in NSW creative industries. 
 
“In NSW we have the funding programs, the infrastructure and the opportunities for 
young people to be able to realise their dreams.  Baz Luhrmann is a tremendous role 
model but, also, so are the hundreds of other NSW film professionals who worked 
with Baz to bring his spectacular creative vision to the screen.” 
 
Mr Stoner said production of large-scale films like The Great Gatsby and The 
Wolverine in NSW create thousands of jobs and inject millions of dollars into the 
NSW economy, drive innovation and also boost the State’s international standing as 
a destination for both production and tourism. 
 
“The NSW Government provided an incentive to secure the production of The Great 
Gatsby for NSW, resulting in a boost of more than $120 million for the NSW 
economy, and more than 2,300 jobs for cast and crew, extras, dancers, stunt work 
and in post production and visual effects,” Mr Stoner said. 
 
“People around the world see the film and television programs made here and 
recognise that Sydney is a truly international and vibrant city, bursting with creativity 
and culture and with a strong ‘can do’ business culture. 
 
“That’s why the NSW Government works hard to ensure NSW remains a competitive, 
film friendly State.” 
 



Mr Stoner said that, in the coming weeks, the work of NSW filmmakers will also be on 
show at the Sydney Film Festival, with writer/director Ivan Sen’s Mystery Road 
opening the Festival and The Rocket in official competition. 
 
“The Rocket is another example of our industry’s world standing. The film has just 
won three major awards at the TriBeca Film Festival in New York, which followed its 
earlier three awards at the Berlin Film Festival.” 
 
The Great Gatsby opens in Australian cinemas on May 30.  
 

Other Trade & Investment media releases can be found 
here: http://www.business.nsw.gov.au/media-releases 
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